IX
THE GAPORETTO OF SOCIALISM
AT the end of 1921 Mussolini was faced with the
L\ serious possibility of the left-wing groups forming
X jLa coalition government bent on putting a stop to
fascist violence. There were 535 deputies in the Chamber,
of whom 145 were socialists, communists, and republicans,
110 Popolari, and 150 * democrats'. In order to bring about
a ministerial crisis on November 26, the socialists had tabled
a resolution deploring the inertia of the government over the
armed bands. If the fascists joined the attack, Bonomi
would be defeated, as Giolitti had been six months ago.
But Mussolini was not ready for a parliamentary crisis,
and spared the government in his speech. Those in power,
he said, might attempt to crush the two extreme factions,
communist and fascist, simultaneously :
6 Let me say at once that as far as the fascists are con-
cerned it would be very difficult and dangerous; for
to-morrow, fascists and communists, alike persecuted by
the police, might arrive at an agreement, sinking their
differences till the time comes to share the spoils. I realize
that though there are no political affinities between us,
there are plenty of intellectual affinities. Like them, we
believe in the necessity for a centralized and unitary
state, imposing an iron discipline on all, but with the
difference that they reach this conclusion through the con-
ception of class, we through the conception of the nation.3
The Boaomi government might still have used one faction
to destroy the other, but, content to live from hand to
mouth, it did not. At the present time there were only three
solutions: a military dictatorship, which, said Mussolini:
171